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PRESENT STATE 


14Q:+F'; 50S 


CATHOLIC MISSION. 


A FEW years ago, the very title of this 


1ſketch would have been baggy, » to proſcribe 
it for ever. The words, Catholic Miſſion 
and Jeſuits, however remote the ſcene of 
action, would have created ſuch jealouſy 
and diftruſt, ſuch vexation and falſe alarms 
among his Majeſty's good ſubjects of Ireland, 
as muſt have cried down any publication ſo 
injudiciouſly announced. But theſe filly and 
'wicked times areno more. Bigotry andfana- 


ticiſm are _— ground every day; nick- 


names are inſenfibly falling into diſuſe; and 


Iriih Proteſtants can now hear the terms, 
Catholic and ſeſuit, mentioned, without be- 
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4 ing ſtartled at the Ghoſt of „ or terri- 


fied with the WO" nſions of a Gun-powder 
Plot. | 


Towards the removal of theſe prejudices, 
philofophy hath lent its aid; and the late 
American war, among other i important events, 
has contributed not a little. to give Engliſh- 
men, at leaſt, a more juſt idea of the civil 
and religious rights of their fellow ſubjects. 
If their beſt hiſtorians are to be credited, 
Catholics, as ſuch, delighted in nothing more 
than the ſlaughter and maſſacre of heretics, 
without ever - pointing to the real ſource of 
the carnage, which is evidently chargeable 
upon both parties. The Catholics were in 
poſſeſſion of kingdoms, and eſtates, and 
church-livings; / and becauſe. they did not 
tamely give up theſe to new comers, with- 
out ſtriking a blow, they were fiery bigots 
and 1 iſts⸗ Why ſhould not 
the truth be told, without verniſhing over, 
and-apologizing for, the horrid ſcenes which 
diſgraced our anceſtors ? 


© Religion, no doubt, was always the cloak 
for theſe diſorders, and ſometimes the appa- 
rent cauſe of them. In ſome inſtances the Ca- 
tholics enforced, with unbecoming violence, 
the authority of their church, which ſhould 
be ſupported only by the milder means of 
perſi uation. On the 'cther hand, the Proteſ- 

tants 
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K | tants maintained, that to think for that 
3 ſelves in matters of religion, was one 
| their moſt unalienable privileges. Bull 
Kh fortunately, while they cheriſhed thigh 
8, vourite principle—to be given up only 
n their exiſtence - they refuſed the ſame 
85 dom of choice to all the Diſſenters 
J- whom they had any degree of control. 
1 3 8 | 6; 4 
WO Human policy, which is not always foul 
d, . ed upon truth, rendered diſguiſe and pal 
re tives expedient. But it is high time 
1 diſabuſe the miſguided. Hifforical fi 
> and miſrepreſentation are flowly vera 
1 towards an end; and in this Auguſtana 
in of Englith literature, it is to be hoped; 
* | ſome maſterly hand ſhall be found to ft 
ot away the clumſy falſehoods of Bum 


uf 25 the poliſhed bigotry of Hume. 


1 Happily for me, diſtance operates liketi 
a Otherwiſe the abuſes which I record in 
= 4 paper, might be filently and triumph 
| perſevered in for many years to come. 
| | who dare mutter a complaint againſt 4 
ak mit in America“? * 
= 9 
a- ade "TE | YA 
Ce, * It is a Gingular fat, that the liberty of the Iriſh pre 
ud | even in its preſent ſhackled ſtate, is leſs. confined | 
of © that of the American preſs, with all its apparent ad 
of * The articles of confederation are doubtleſs adi 


y well calculated for the benefit of all; but they 


ta 
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s about the commencement of the 

times occaſioned by the unchriſtian 

dings and unphiloſophical maxims juſt 

oned, that Lord Baltimore, a Catho- 

bleman, obtained a grant from Char- 

WT. to ſettle the ſtate of Maryland. A 

Engliſh Jeſuits, with the beſt of views, 

ed a part of his Lordſhip's ſuite. Like 

of their order going to a new country, 

had a treaſurer, who looked to their 

poral neceſſities.—— Theſe in part had 

provided for by my Lord Baltimore; 

W the friends of their religion in Europe 

lied the reſt. Amidſt innumerable hard- 

and difficulties, to which all new ſet- 8 

ments of the kind are expoſed, theſe good 
laboured in their vocation. But it is 

Arkable, that they never attempted to 

d their religion among the ſurround- 8 

Wnations, whether Savages or Europeans. 

ined to their own immediate people, 

By left no traces of further exertions be- 


Thus limited, whether wilfully or through | 
ty, a feeble ſucceſſion of the order 
Kept up from Europe. The Engliſh 


Ws yet acquired that efficient and ſalutary ſpirit, which 
lependent/ judges powerfully ſupported, can alone infuſe 
them. An American printer, for having merely dif- 
aged his duty, could ſoon be overwhelmed by an opulent 
molent party. Es 
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Jeſuits, whom the Reverend Mr. Berring 
ſets down as much inferior to their brethi 
of other countries, educated ſome of 
American young men in their colleges 
St. Omers and elſewhere, and continued 
ſend the refuſe of both nations to the ng 
world. During Queen Anne's and the tal 
ceeding reigns, the American Jeſuits, J 
common with all the Catholic clergymen 
the 'Britiſh dominions, ſtruggled throug 
the various viciſſitudes of theſe violent time 
ſometimes the objects of perſecution, and 
ways the devoted victims of malice, 
and contempt, 2 


Within this turbulent period a ſingu 1 
revolution took place in the affairs of . 
Jeſuits in North America. About fifty 
how years ago an Engliſh gentleman of 

name of JAMES, a Proteſtant of the chu 
of England, had an occaſion to viſit Phall 
delphia. Charmed with the admirable dif 
cipline and regularity which was then eſta 
bliſhed in that beautiful city, he lamente 
the deplorable ſtate of religion among 
inhabitants. As a good Proteſtant he it 
greted,, that the Pennſylvanians rejected, f 
effect, the neceſſity of. baptiſm. His ardeg 
deſire for their eonverſion did not cool '@ 
the extenſive boſom of the Atlantic. Une 
his arrival in England, their ſad infatus 
tion engroſſed his thoughts, and wrung hi 


of (8. ). 

with anguiſh, _ He ſpoke inceſſant. 
For his poor miſtaken friends. He did 
ge. He choſe twelve Proteſtant clergy- 
whom he engaged at a certain ſalary 
uſtruct his much eſteemed acquaintance 
Me new world. He entered into articles 
Ich them, and tied them down to that 
et degree of temperance ſtill obſervable 
the Confederated States. The ' diſhes 


re ſpecified, and the quantity of wine and 
her liquors mention with the utmoſt 


rupuloſit Y. 


(The preliminary articles being thus rati- 
„Mr. James after having ſold the great- 
un af his property in England, em- 

rked with his apoſtles for the capital of 
makeriſm. His breaſt glowed with ecſtacy 


the thoughts of his a an ſucceſs.— 
at faſhionable indifference for all reli- 


comb, was then little known in the world; 
dr Was the abuſed name of univerſal ** 


lence nant to the worſt p 8 of 
idlelity. I am no advocate for wild 


bbſcribe. to Mr. James's religious creed ; 
et his intentions arreſt my eſteem, an 
blige, me to admire the , benevolent and 
miable en of his keart. 


on, which is affected by every deiſtical 


hemes to make . roſely tes; nor would 1 
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The honeſt Quakers received their viſi- 
tors with unaffected tokens of cordiality, 
They expreſſed their acknowledgments to | 
their old friend for his zeal; and heard his 

reverend aſſociates enforce the grand object 
of their miſſion. But they heard them un- 
moved. Whether it was owing to the want 
of perſeverance in the miniſters, or to a le- 
vity of behaviour in ſome of them, they 
made little or no impreſſion on the mee 
diſciples of Penn. Perhaps too the frugality 
of Mr. James's table, and the neceffaryabſte. 
miouſneſs which became irkſome to Engliſh 
appetites, contributed to render this extra- 
ordinary project abortive. Be that as it may, 
the twelve miſſionaries, like the Iſraelites of 
old, fighed for the fleſh-pots of Egypt; and 
in a few months after their firſt landing, re- 
embarked for Europe; leaving their patron 
on the banks of the Delaware, to vent his 
diſappointment to the waves. 


In this dejected ftate of mind he met a 
German, with whom he formerly had ſome 
mercantile dealings. He complained to him 
of the deſertion of his miſſionaries. The 
blunt German replied, that it was not at all 
ſurpriſing, if attention were paid to the many 
inconveniencies the gentlemen had to en- 
counter; that Engliſh divines, accuſtomed 
pg to luxury, could but ill brook the 
canty proviſions * at a Coney or- 
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dinary; that the Germans, his countrymen, | 
© werengt ſo much in the habit of faring ſump. 
= tyoully every day; that if the adminiſtra- 
tion of the ſacrament of baptiſm to the good 
Quakers was all he fought for, the prieſts of 
his own religion (for the German was a Ca- 
; thalic).held it allo eſſential for falyation ; 
that moreover the Jeſuits were fitted by their 
S _ education. to accommodate them- 
S to the manners of any moral people; 
"and that if they were effectually encouraged 
in Pennſylvania, he would pledge himſelt, 
* they ſhould attend to their functions with 
aſſiduity and perſeveren ce. | 


Foreign as this propoſal may have been to 
8 ariginal plan, he chearfully ac 
ceded to it. He advanced a ſmall ſalary to 
enable four German Jeſuits to preach in Penn- 
Jylvania, and figned articles binding himſelf, 
his heirs, &c. far ever, to pay the fame an- 
nually out of his eſtate in England. I could 
only learn that this good man ſhortly after 
returned to Europe, and that his foundation, 
through the wiſe management of the Jeſuits 
in England, is conſiderably iner In- 
deed I heard the German Jeſuits complain, 
that inftead of appropriating this fund ac- 
. cording to the direct intention of the donor, 
it was lately mingled with ſome other be- 
gqueſts of the ſame nature, and flung into the 
common ſewer, where they apprehend A 
| | * 5 WWI 
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| will be loſt to mem, and to their 


verled a few months ago 
man, (Faul Millar, of Cone uugo) who belonged | 
to the firſt regular Catholic congregation, 

- which aſſembled in that city. TwentyatwWo | 


- tholic religion in the Province, of all the 
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ever. 


preſent flouriſhing ſtate of the ſeſuits in Penn- 
Fvania. Religion keeps pace with"'their 


_ 
% - 
1 _ 
_—_ 
o 2 
1 
* 


* ; 


v6 A $13 2% Tot: F001 a 1 8 
From theſe ſlender beginnings aroſe che 


progreſs, at leaſt; in Philadelphia. I con- 


Iriſh, and the reſt Germans, formed in all 
but tlirty- ſeven Catholics. The preſent con- 
gregation is very numerous, conſiſting of 
more than two thouſund ſouls, 


J might ſay boundleſs; ſtate of Pennſylvania. 


In a ſettlement not quite three hundred miles 


weft of Philadelphia, there are at leaſt four 


hundred Catholics, chiefly Inſh, who had = 


not ſeen 4 prieſt for eleven years before T 
viſited them in October, 1787. Beyond the 
Allegany mountains near which theſe ne- 
glected people refide, there are many ſettle- 
ments towards Fort -Pitt, and in thoſe no CM. 
tholic clergyman hath ever yet ſhewn his 
face. Such is the wretched ſtate of the Ca- 


others, where I eonceive it to be moſt at- 
tended to. 2 2 22 


% 


with an old Ger- 


B 2 And 


An increaſe 
Proportionally great hath taken place in the 
other three congregations, which were efta. 
bliſhed about the ſame time in the extenſive, 
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And here it may not be improper to relate 


the unhappy diſturbance, which brought a 
reproach upon our holy religion at Philadel- 
phia laſt ſpring. The anecdote'may help to 
. enforce the main drift of this paper. Two 
German Capuchin monks arrived in Philade]- + 
v4 on at a time when their countrymen, who 
form a very reſpectable part of the citizens 
of that metropolis, began to deſpair, in con- 
ſequence of the Emperor's eccleſiaſtical ar- 
rangements, of procuring, in future, miſſi- 
onaries from the Auſtrian territory. One of 
_ theſe gentlemen preached remarkably well, 
and was on account of the excellent teſtimo- 
nies he produced, and the abilities he diſ- 
played, conſidered as a proper ſucceflor to 
the venerable Mr. Farmer lately deceaſed. 
The good Capuchin was but juſt rivetted 
in the affections and eſteem of his country- 
men, when a German ex jeſuit landed as his 
competitor. The ſuperior of the miſſion 
ſided very naturally with his brother; and 
though the Capuchin had a prior right, had 
much ſuperior talents, at leaſt, as a preacher, 
and was otherwiſe irreproachable in his mo- 
rals, he muſt forthwith yield to the favoured 
Jon of Loyola. Ar Fs” 


* . i The Germans may be led; but cannot eaſi- 
ly be driven; and of all countries America 


zs not the theatre for exerciſing, with impu- 


nity, - 
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nity esercive or tyrannical meaſures. The 3 
humble diſciple of St. Francis, with-due de- 
ference to his ſuperior's mandate, retired to 
an inland miſſion. But his countrymen 7 g 
Philadelphia were not at all reconciled to his 
= removal: They firſt prefer petitions, fire- 
nuoufly ſoliciting his recal : and afterwards | 
humbly infift with the ſuperior upon his be- 
ing ſent back to them directly. Now nego- 
tintions from different quarters were ſet on 
foot; remonſtrances interchangeably ſent to 
. and fro, and at length a ſentence of excommu - 
- nication threatened againſt the contumacioi 
Philadelphians. The Dutchmen would 
ſubmit to what they called, the obſelete re- 
mains of European barbariſm, and the bluſ- 
tering dictates of injuſtice and partiality. 
They began very deliberately to erect an ele- 
- gant church for their monk; and the Reve- 
rend Doctor Carroll, like a prudent general 
when ſurrounded by a victorious army, made 
the beſt terms he could, and retired from the 
field of battle, firmly reſolving to guard 
from thenceforth againſt ſimilar ſurpriſes. 
1 am ſorry to have an occaſion to add, that 
the new church, from its fite, will continue 


to after ages a monument of German reſent. 
ment; for the ſtreet only divides it from the 
old one, which was built during the unri- 
valled reign of the TO | 


Should 


—U— —— — — — — * 


— 
— 


deed, through many ſore trials and afflicti- 
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FO | Should this ſketch ever fall into the hands 
of Doctor Carroll, it may be a proof to him, 


at leaſt, that I am bleſſed with a tolerable 
memory; ſince he knows that I never kept 


a journal, and that I did not go to America, 


or to any other place, as an infidious ſpy, to 


blazon forth the reprehenſible conduct of 


my brethren. It may further ſatisfy him, 
_. that—as I have a knack, not abſolutely con- 


temptible, of regiſtering eccleſiaſtical me- 
morws—he owes it to my bounty, that I do 
not mention either the extravagant conſtitu- 


tions of his government, or the private do- 
Zecuments/ reſpecting the ſociety wlüch he 
condeſcended to thew me. | 


Let us how turn our eyes to the original 
ſeat of Catholicity in North America. One 
hundred and fifty-hve years ago the Catho- 


lic faith was the eftabliſhed religion in Ma- 


ryland ; for as T have already mentioned, its 


introduction was coeval with the ſettlement 
of that province by Lord Baltimore. How 
it fell from being the. State religion, it is 
neither my defign, nor do I conceive it to be 


my province, to relate. In the hiſtory of dur 


on country, during the above period, we 


read, with very few exceptions, the 
hiftory of the Catholic religion in all the 
Britiſh dominions, whether in Europe or in 
America. The great body of the Iriſh, in- 


ons, 


| PO) ** * ** CI 
| 1 

ons, have | hogan & 

of their fathers, whi 


le the Marylanders; for 


the maſt part, have branched out into the _ 
various forms of On which oppoſition, * | 


fanataciſm, or caprice 
vented. 


ve occaſionally in- 


In vain will the curious traveller go to An- 
napolis, the capital of Maryland, in ſearch 
of a Catholic church: no veſtige of ſuch a 


religion exiſts in that city. The private wor-/ 


ſhip, now and then, held for the convent 
ence of Squire CarrolFs negroes, at that opu- 


lent gentleman's ſeat near the town, merits, | 


adhered to the religion 


5 


not the name of an exception. But Anna- | 


polis, though the capital, is much inferior 
in every other reſpect to Baltimore. 
| q Po 


L enter the ſtreets of this great and flou- | | 


riſhing town with ſentiments of the utmoſt 


reſpect and gratitude ; and I truft that no 


baſe reflections, however — ſhalt 
tear from my breaſt the pleaſing remem- 
brance of the moments I ſpent in it. But 


what have the public to do with my feelings? 


— It is becauſe they have not, that I return 
to the ſtubborn medium of facts, to repel an 


aſperſion brought againſt me, as falſe as it is 


malicious. With thoſe who know me I am 
confident, that no imputations of ſordid lucre, 
levelled at my character, can have the ſmall- 
eft weight. But it may confound 


malignant 


defamers 
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* defamers to declare it as a fact, that during 
the four or five weeks I was in that town, 


preached four different Sundays, and exer- 
ciſed other clerical ſunctions, without hav- 
ing ought for or RECEIVED any temporal 


reward, ſave the kind return of hoſpitality 


and friendſhip. And as theſe tokens of re- 


| gow could not have been meant to bribe me 


Rating the truth, I ſhall proceed with 
as if the very mention of them 
cancelled the obligation. 


In a large houſe, belonging to Robert 
Taaffe, of Violet-hill, county Meath, Eſq; 
which along with a conſiderable property in 


and about the town of Baltimore was forfeit- 
ed to the State, on account of the loyalty of 
that Gentleman to his Sovereign, the pro- 
{cribed members of the Catholic communion 
ſometimes aſſembled to worſhip God as 


their religion directs. - Their meetings were 


thin: not ſo much on account of the fewneſs 


of their number, as the privacy which was 
neceſſary to obſerve, and the irregular atten- 


dance of a clergyman, who beſides this and 


three other ſtations, had a vaſt tract of un- 
improved ground to cultivate for himſelf and 
* brethren. I do not pretend to an abſolute 


exactneſs of dates; but it may be fifteen 
years ago, ſince a church was built by the 
people near the town on an elevated ſpot, 
commanding one of the moſt beautiful proſ- 


(9 ) 


after came and faſtened a neat lodge to the 


church, chiefly at his own expence, in order 


any future occaſion. 


to claim a property u 
Both the church and 
ing the divine offioe fall infinitely ſnort af 
the convenient edifice at Philadelphia, and 


the comparatively ſplendid ſtyle in which the 


external worſhip is carried on. Indeed the 
clergyman who reſides in the lodge 
the church, is not an amateur of muſick; 
and I heard him once bitterly inveigh 
the enviable talent of perſuaſion, which ave 
Tully a name, and, exalted Mafſillon 8 
the pulpit declaimers of his day, 


ſuch a director it ſhould not ſeem ſy 
that religion in Baltimore may be j 
milated ' an almoſt conſumed —_— 5 
mering in the ſocket. "4-46 


Where then are the fruits of more bun one 
hundred and fifty years labour? Where are 
the Jeſuits employed? theſe ſucceſſors of the 
apoſtle of the Indies? the brethren of the 
evangelical teachers, who diffuſed virtue 
unallayed with vice among the primitive 
Chriſtians of Paraguay? Where are they? 
Why, Sir, youſhall find them ſuperbly lodged 
on the banks of the Potowmack, or baſking in 
the luxuriant climes of the Eaſtern ſhore. — 


And how do they employ their time? On Sun. 
C days 


pects of Cheſapeale bay. 4 Jeſult Khortly 


ined to 


—— ; 
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days they attend the adjacent congregations, 
and during the week they muſt improve their 
eſtates. What, are they obliged to live, 
like the apoſtles, by the work of their 
hands? No, they have a prodigious number 
of negroes, and theſe ſooty rogues will not 
work, unleſs they be goaded, and whipped, 


0 God of Heaven! and is it thus your 
widely extended vineyard is negleved ? Is 
it thus, that the human face divine is de- 
formed by the ſcourge of tyranny ? Are your 
very miniſters become taſk, maſters? they, 


© who ſhould cheriſh the hapleſs African in 
| ter booms, and” fave the fd burden of 


his afflictions? _ 
of 7; & ein 


Ten thouſand acres of the beſt ground in 
Maryland forms at this hour, part of the 
property of the Jeſuits. During the religi- 
ous diſturbances which often injured the for- 
tunes of individuals, in that State, not an 
acre was loft by theſe provident proprietors. 


1 do not mention this as an abſolute re- 


proach ; but while the acres were gradually 
increaſing and improving, not a ſingle effort 
of conſequence was made by them —either 
before or ſince unlimited toleration was ex- 
tended to all the children of Adam, reſiding 
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in the; confederated States—to extend their 
miſſion to theirneighbours, or even to aſſiſt 
with any degree of regularity the back coun- 
tries of Maryland. The Apalachian mountains 
bound theſe /-eguntries to the Weſt; and to 
my certain knowledge (for I attended the 
remoteſt miſſion from the beginning of laſt 
winter to the firſt of April) no clergyman is 
permitted by the Superior to go beyond Ha- 
erſtown, which is the third or fourth a 
1 2 en, of the line. 10 


G But 1 there not a Catholic church ata. 
ed at New York? There is an elegant church 
lately built in that city, inthe eſtabliſhment 

of which the Jeſuits bore no part. Of all 
the cities or towns in America New Vork has 
experienced the greateſt revolution; for the 
names of its former inhabitants ſcarcely exiſt 
in it at preſent. When the Britiſh, d | 

the laſt war, took poſſeſſion of it, theſe of 

the inhabitants who were active aſſertors of 

the rights of their country, fled with as 
much of their property as they could take a- 
way, to ſome more protected quarter. The 
others who remained in friendſhip with the 
King's forces, removed when New York was 

. evacuated to Hallifax, or went to England 

to avoid the reſentment of their irritated 
country men. Thus the city was thrown open 
to the many adventurers who crowded from 
1 F of Europe to America, to ſeek or 
8 C 2 improve 
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unclerical con 
Buperior of the American miſſton ve 

perly interfered to the reſtoration of pea 
and good order, and appointed—as the firſt 
inſtance of his nomination erer O'Brien 


wes wo 
improve their fortunes. Among the latter a 


l 1 few Iriſh merchants who brought a conſider- 


able property to New York, chaneed to meet 
an Iriſh franciſean friar, juſt landed on the 
continent. This Rev. Gentleman was dele- 
gated with univerſal faculties to inſtruct the 
ignorant, and attend in his nne the neceſFi- 
tous, The merchants and- ſeveral other reſ- 
able citizens readily prevailed on the 


N. Mr. Whelan to fix his abede among 


them. They knew nothing of the brother. 
hood to the South, when they laid the 
foundation of an elegant church, to the em- 
bellifſiment of :which- the Biſhlop of the He- 
vannah hath ſinee generoully' contributed 


fix hundred dollars. In the ſubſequent ſean. 


dals which happened through fries Nugent's 
Me and . the 


the Dominican friar. 2 


The miſſion of New York net therefore 


he conſidered as the fruits of the zealous in 
duſtry of the Jeſuits. Nor are we to attri- 
bute the Rev. Mr. Ryams appointment to 
the care of Charleſtown, South Carolina, ſo 


late as laſt Auguſt, to any exertion of theſe 
Fathers. Mr. Ryan appeared on the 
continent, as if by chance, unſent for: he 

Was 
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was unwilling to go to the Weſtern ſettlement 
near the Allegany mountains already mentii- 
ed; and he is truſt into this conſpicuous, 
though neglected; department, I tear, through 
motives not perfectly ty wig When up 
on an occaſion nearly fimilar, I took the l- 
berty of advifing the Superior to ſend one 07 
the experienced Jeſuits, who knew the man- 
ners and cuſtoms of the people; and who 
would amp the new eſtabliſhment and the 
clerical ' character with dignity, he fmiled 
ineffable contempt on the ſimpleton, aud 
turned from me with an air of Rauteur, 
which, to do him juſtice, he ſeldom aſſumes. 
This hap when the force of | feandat 
tore up the ſhoots of religion juſt thriving in 
New York. The worthy inhabitants of that © 
city frequently then, and ſometimes fines 7 
have regretted the difniiffal of the plain lio-— 
neft-Father Whelan, who finding a back- 
wardneſs in the Vicar Apoſtolic to employ *' 
him near the land of milk and honey, went 
to the new ſettlement of Kentuck to comfort 
ſome e of Catholics whom neceſſity, 
or a ſpirit of enterpriſe drove to that de- 
lighth fan reignie The — — Mr. Whelau, with 
whoſe perſon and character I am only ac 

muintel by report, is the firſt Catholic 
clergyman, who ventured to viſit that very 
remote country, which for climate and pro- 
duce is perhaps ſuperior to the celebrated 
Paraguay. May his zeal be crowned” with 
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the ſucceſs, which his good. intentions op 


ſerve. 


_— 


Nor 1 us take a W review of the 

F miſſion of this aſtoniſhing continent. In 
Ne York there is one Catholic clergyman. 
The two prieſts who attend there, the one as 
= the Spaniſh, the other as the French ambaſ. 
1 ſadors. cl chaplain, are not to be taken into 
the count; for neither of them interferes. in 

the buſineſs of the miſſion. - In Pennſylvania 
there are eight or nine clergymen. An Ma- 


8 town, and one in Kentuck Ins all about 
twenty five prieſts. From the detail given it 
aglſo appears, that there are nine of the thir- 

' teen States, where no Catholic miffionatyi is to 
be found. Hitherto I have no certain infor- 
mation, whether the Reverend Mr. Thyatt 
is gone, as he intended, among his — ; 
ad relations in New England. EF 


What ſhall I ſay here? or 3 FG con- 
dluſion can be drawn from theſe incontefti- 
ble facts, but that groſs W gy £71072 
exiſts ſomewhere ? | 
| Shortly after my return from America 1 
ſpoke of theſe defects in confidence to two 
or three friends. I wiſhed to ſee them re- 
medied, and 1 propoſed to ſtate them for 


Private inſpeRtiou. My friends adviſed me 
to 


* 9 


- 
* 


TS) 


to paſs them by unnoticed, and tee ri: * 
matjon to time and Providence. They fad 
that my interference, as a clergyman, would 
ſavour of ambition; and that if I pretended 
to find fault with the preſent adminiſtratlon, 
it ſhould look like ſeeking for ſelf-prefer- 7 
ment. As the nature of this publication, 
however, will render my return to America 
impracticable, and poffibly excite ſome 'pow-= 
ail enemies againſt me at home, I fhall 
be acquitted of ambitious views, while I thus 
plead the cauſe of thouſands of my commu- 
nion, ſuffering without any other proſpect 
of redreſs, the miſeries which proceed 
from the want of ſpiritual guides. It is a 
very invidious buſineſs, I confeſs; but then 
ſilence, through human reſpect, would be a 
baſe dereliction of what : conceive to be my ö 


eſpecial duty. f 0 


It is of little conſequence that the vain 
and giddy, the irreligious and unbelieving, 
ſhould laugh at all this as mere matter of 
ſport ; and in the gameſomeneſs or malice 
of their hearts ſhould aſſe, what harm if 
there were no prieſts at all? The inſignifi- 
cance of ſuch thoughtleſs beings ſecures 
them from the laſh of ſatire; . and leaves 
them, like the froth of ſome profound eddy, 
e on the arthon "CORES "f 
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Jo fathom the depths of the human heart, 
to unravel its various windings: and ſhift- 


Wines, and give the public a clue to its inmoſt 


receſſes, forms, in part, the beauty and ad- 


vantages of hiſtory.—A barren. recital of 
tranſactions would ſoon fatigue curiofity, if 


the cauſes of theſe actions, and the ſources 
whence they ſprung, were not delineated 
and deſcribed. Without vainly pretending 
to any uncommon ſhare of penetration, I 
Mall ſtrive to account for the ſupine indo- 
= lenceand criminal neglect, which produced 

= the diſmal effects juſt mentioned. 185 


Before, but more eſpecially after, the dif. 
ſolution of the Jeſuits, the Catholic Bi 

of London held, by the appointment 

Rome, a kind of juriſidiction over the Ame. 
rican miſſionaries, which, from the diſtance 
and their peculiar government, was little 
more than nominal. But ſoon after the ſe. 
paration of the colonies from the mother- 
country, it was. deemed neceſſary to with. 
draw this zuriſdiction, and to appoint im- 


mediately from Rome a Vicar Apoſtolic, 


with very extenſive faculties. The choice 
could not have fallen upon a n to all 
rance, more fit for ſo high a truſt than 


the Reverend Doctor John Carroll. In 
American by birth, and related to ſome of 
the firſt families in Maryland, what a gen- 

| tleman 
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Abs (260 | 
tleman of his rank might aſpire to; his 
abilities could command. His talents were 

improved by his early education among the 

Jeſuits, and his . manners pohſhed by tra- 

velling in quality of companion to an Eng- 

Jſh nobleman, with whom he made the 

grand tour of Europe. Certain political 

connexions too with Doctor Franklin, and 
his embaſly, in company. with that renown 
ed philoſopher, to Quebec, to ſtir up the 

Canadians at the commencement of the 

late war, rendered him fill more conſpicu- 

ous among his countrymen, and procured 
the interference of ſome leading members 
of Congreſs in favour of his preſent apoſto- 
ical nomination. 5 | 


At the concluſion of the peace, he found 
himſelf placed at the head of the moſt ex- 
tenſive miſſion, that ever fell to the lot of 
a delegated ſuperior. Except his Holineſs - 
the Pope's ſupreme juriſdiction, no other 
Foiritual authority was acknowledged by 
Catholics from Nova Scotia excluſiwely, to 
the moſt ſouthern of the Thirteen United 
States incluſively. Emigrations from all 
pun of Europe, and eſpecially from Ire- 
and, left his lock as ſcattered. as the towns 


o 


0. e de Briant, the biſhop of Quebec, would 
not admit Mr. Carroll into his preſence ; the ſucceſs 
of the embaſly is well known. 


5 D _ over 
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over that immenſe. tract of land. hy 
has not he made ſome exertions to feed 
them ? | | 


Doctor Carroll, with all his perfections, 
is but a man; and men are well known 
to be often warped from their immedi- 
ate line of duty by local attachments, by 
-intereſt, and by being the willing ſlaves of 
Let the ignorant gaze with wonder at the 
baſhful modeſty of this diſintereſted church- 
man, who declined petitioning the Houſe 
of Aſſembly at Philadelphia for endowments, 
at a time when large and valuable tracts of 
the fertile ſoil of Pennſylvania were granted 
to the other communions, for the purpoſe 
of erecting colleges, and ſowing- the ſreds of 
virtue and knowledge in the breaſts of the 
riſing generation. It only betrays the ſhal- 
lowneſs of vulgar penetraticn.to ftand amaz- 
ed at this ingenious ſtroke of policy. Mary- 
land hath always been, and at all hazards, 
it ſeems, it muſt continue to be, the- ſeat of 
our faith in North America. From its li- 
mited ſituation on all ſides, no gratuitous 
territory can be expected. Something, how- 
ever, may be done by beggarly ſubſcription ; 
and a ſnug little houſe, called a College, is 
now a-building in Georgetown, to ſhew the 
world how the amor palriæ ſupercedes what 


3 ; fooliſh, 
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fooliſh: devotees ſty le, the Good of Religion 


A man owes much aun to the place of 
tas . 


And moreover, · if the raokered lands were 
taken in Pennſylvania, what ſhould become 
of the eftates of the ſociety on the eaſtern 
ſhore? The price of land riſes or falls in 
| rtion to the greater or leſs degree of 
population. It is notorious that crowds. of 
Catholics flock round the ſkirts of the over- 
grown plantations of the clergy, and from 
the conſumption. which numbers cauſe, ex- 
ceedingly enhance their value. Now I aſk 
what wiſe or reaſonable man would diſperſe 
à crowd ſo eſſential to his intereſt? Who 4s - 
it, having goods to ſell, would baniſh the 
buyers from the market? The diſintereſted 
Jeſuits exact nothing for their apoſtolical 
labours; and they certainly diſpo @ of their 
commodities as cheaply as the nei cighbouring 
{quires. 


It is an imputation brought againſt Ta- 
.citus and ſome other hiſtorians, that they 
relate the moſt horrid tranſactions with the 
ſame apathy with which they record the 
ordinary revolutions of the ſeaſons. If this 
be a fault, the other extreme is no leſs liable 
to the cenſure of modern criticiſm. The 
world is become too faſtidious to liſten, with 
any degree of patience, to ſuch vulgar epi- 
| | W517 tthets 
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thets as dete/lable, execrable, dammable, and the 
like. Between ſuch oppolite extremes, what 
ſort of reflections ſhould 1 make on the facts 
contained in the two laſt paragraphs? I am 
a clergyman, and I feel for the honor of the 
e I am a man, and the woes of 
my fellow creatures fink deep into my heart. 
Look at thouſands of wretches pining thro' 
want in the moſt plentiful country in the 

world: rather than remove fifty or a hun- 
dred miles on any ſide of them, where they 
would enjoy the other comforts of life, they 
cling to the walls of their church, and fall 
victims to the ſordid avarice of their direc- 
tors. Look at the opulent ſquires in the 
lower counties making common cauſe with 
the clergy; and encouraging them, through 
a fellow-feeling, to perpetuate this artificial 
- ſcarcity—this covert ſpecies of tyranny 
No, it is not poſlible that ſuch left-handed 
and cruel oppreſſion can long be ſuffered to 
exiſt. Happy ſhould I be, could I confider 
myſelf, in the remoteſt manner, inftrumental 
in cauſing an enquiry, which, in this en- 
" 'lightened age, muſt neceſſarily lead to the 
removal of ſuch enormities! | 


Why do not the Catholics come and ſettle 
| ear us? why ſhould they be going into 
the Back Woods? is the ihceſſant language 
of Doctor Carroll, who never applied to a 
Catholic biſhop in this or any other king- 
99 2 | dom 
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dom to ſend a ſingle clergyman to their af. 
fiftance. In this aſſertion I cannot be con- 
tradicted by ſome vague expreſſions, which 
import a neceſſity of labourers, without call- 
ing, in ſtrictneſs of ſpeech, for one. And in- 
deed the preſent ſtate of religion, and the 
number of clergymen under his direction, 
clearly put it beyond all manner of diſ- 
pute; for except a Jeſuit, or a Prieſt, Who 
perhaps made his noviceſhip or began it 
among the Jeſuits, none of the other Catho- 
lic clergymen, who are in America, were 
ever ſent for or expected. r FT AH 


But I am told that the principal reaſon, 
why things are thus at a ſtand in the Confe- 
derated States, is the fond hope of ſeeing the 
Society reſtored in a ſhort time. The pre- 
ſent Pope is reported to be friendly to the 
idea; and ſome (crowned heads are ſaid to 
feel and regret the loſs of their great virtues 
and abilities. If their reſtoration be for the 
good of religion, if it contribute to the peace 
and well-being of ſociety at large, every 
good and virtnous man ſhould defire it from 
is ſoul. But ſuppoſe they were reſtored to- 
morrow, - twenty years, perhaps, muſt elapſe 
before they could effectually aſſiſt the North 
American Catholics; and what ſhall become 
of theſe forlorn people in the mean time? 
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If my feeble voice could he heard with ef- 
fect in their favour, with heart: felt pleaſure 


it ſhould recal them to reſume their ſtation, 


and once again to inſtruct our youth, and 
diſſeminate ſcience and virtue among the 
people. I received part of my earlieſt edu- 
cation from a beloved departed friend of the 
order; and whether among the Sulpitians 
afterwards, or in the Iriſh ſeminary where I 
reſided for a ſhort time, my habits of vene- 
ration and reſpect for the then exiled Jeſuits 
grew with my growth, and were ſtrengthened 
. by the ſentiments of regard for them, which 
I was accuſtomed to hear from my ſuperiors 
and fellow-collegians. Such impreſſions are 
not eaſily effaced; and the complaints I pre- 

fer to the public againſt ſome individuals of 
the order, ſhould not be miſconſtrued into 
an indiſcriminate cenſure of a ſociety among 
whom were many ſaints and many learned 


men. 


Wwicn this juſt diſtinction I enter upon my 


Fengagement with the public of repelling, 


with moderation and decency, the unmanly 


attack which was made on my character. 
The nature of the accuſations brought againſt 
me, and the diſcuſſion of their futility or 
falſehood, inftead of interrupting the unity 
of this narrative, will help to illucidate what 
I have already aſſerted, and to apologiſe for 
what I have ſtill to aſſert. 

| In 
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In a letter from Doctor Carroll to a gen- 
-tleman who holds a high dignity in ur 
church, and to whom my warmeſt acknow- 
ledgments are due for having afforded me 
even this opportunity of diſculpation, is the 
following paragraph: My very good friend 
Mr. O'Brien, of New - York, has informed 
your Grace of the reaſon I have to be diffa- 
tisfied with the unaccountable conduct of the 
Reverend Mr. Smyth, lately returned to Ire- 
land.“ K 


No Mr. O'Brien, who was evidently made 
a tool of in this buſineſs, lived near three 
hundred miles from the ſcene of my unac- 
countable conduct, and though the Doctor is 
on the ſpot, the cunning Jeſuit throws the 
taſk of ſplaſhing dirt upon his very good 
friend the Dominican Friar. | 


What are the accuſations brought againſt 
me by Doctor Carroll's Inquiſitor General? 
Let him ſpeak for himſelf. —But firſt, let me 
introduce him to the public. He is now, 
and in truth I am ſerious, a ſober Clergy- 
man: he ſubſcribes himſelf the Rev. Wil. 

-bam O'Brien, pariſh prieſt of New Vork: 
and to crown all, he is likewiſe an author. 
He is at this preſent time publiſhing by ſub- 
ſeription the Life and Writings of St. Paul. 
And as a trifling proof of his ability, liften 

to the firſt phraſe of his letter ; rad + 
Pp « Iavai 
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ter, 
a2 well conducted muſical entertainment. If 
the overture be e the whole piece 
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« I avail myſelf of this opportunity in 


- troubling: you with a few lines in vindicati- 
on of one of the greateſt characters our church 
is ornamented by, in this or any other coun- 


try, I mean the eminently conſpicuous cha- 


Tacter of our Vicar Apoſtolic, the moſt Rev. 
' Dodtor John Carroll, Ex-jeſuit,” 


Nec Deus interſit, niſi dignus vindice nodus 


* 


Inciderit. HOR. 


pretty phraſe at the beginning of A let-" 
ometimes affects us like the prelude of 


off con amore. But if the mind be dif. 


guſted at the onſet, in vain does taſte attempt 


to reſume its complacency : it is predetermin. 


ed not to be gratified. Now were I to inſert 


Mr. O'Brien's letter, which inſtead of a feav 
lines, confifts - of three pages very cloſely. 


written, not one in twenty of my readers 
dut would throw this pamphlet from him 


with the utmoſt diſguſt and indignation, be- 
fore he could wade through the tythe of the 


very coarſe expreſſions, abſtracting from the 
malignant calumnies, with which it is inter- 
larded. And therefore, to relieve the reader, 


and in compaſſion for this weak man, who 


ſhould not have accepted ſuch a commiſſion 


even from the greateſt character our church 
is ornamented by, I ſhall ſtate in their true 
"_Y | bghk 


„ 
light the facts, which, I preſume, in order 
to render O'Brien ridiculous, were miſtated - 


to him. A keen Jeſuit hath many contri- 
vances. Doctor Carroll knows very well 


that I could readily make New York a diſa- _ 


greeable place to Mr. O'Brien. He hoped 
by this ed licy to get rid of him 2 | 
But this part of his character will be better 
underſtood by the following detail. 

I ſpent laſt winter and of ſpring in 
a comfortable houſe belonging to the Jeſuits 
in Frederic-town, about fifty miles to the 
weſt of Baltimore. Here a ſuperannuated 
German Jeſuit reſided :: a man of uncom- 
mon erudition, who was at perpetual va- 
riance with his brethren, from an idea, whe- 
ther founded or not, that they wronged him 
of his ſhare in the ſpoils. I had been ſo 
much engaged among the neighbouring con- 
gregations, that I was in all only fix days at 
different times in company with my old 
friend, when I received a letter from Doctor 
Carroll, dated the 27th day of December, of 
which the following is an extra&t: © You 
do not mention whether Mr. Frombach * ” 
means to continue at Frederic: if he does, 
it is I 2 in quality of a boarder with 
you, ſince he cannot undergo the fatigue of 


Though Mr. O'Brien aſferts the contrary, I never ſaw. 
Mr. Diderick : I never had any dealings on his, or Mr. 
Frombach's account, with Mr. 
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1 - viſiting diſtant congregations. You will be 


pleaſed to let me know what reſolution he 
has taken, and 'at what you can afford to 
board him, that I may refer the buſineſs to 
our Agent General, Mr. Aſhton.” In reply, 
I informed him, that Mr. Frombach was de- 


” termined to ſtay in Frederic, until he was 


173 the arrears which he ſaid were due to 
im; that being almoſt an utter ſtranger 
myſelf to the expences of American houſe- 


Kkeeping, I ſubmitted the matter to my ve- 
nerable gueſt; that he declared I could not 
afford to hoard him for leſs than gol. a year; 
and I.concluded by requeſting, that Doctor 


Carroll would not by any means involve me 


in money dealings with the old gentleman, 


in whoſe character avarice ſeems to be the 


WL moſt prominent feature; for rather than live 
at variance with him, I added, I ſhould 


forego the moſt deſirable ſtation. 
I continued to defray the expences of the 
houſe until the 25th of February, when I 
had the honour of receiving another letter 
from Doctor Carroll, whereof the following 
is an extract: As Mr. Frombach has never 
thought proper to take notice of my laſt let- 
ter to him which certainly was well intend- 
ed, I may be well excuſed for taking no 
further concern in his temporalities. I in- 
formed Mr. Aſhton what you communicated 
about him, and there my buſineſs ends, 2 
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far as his falary and boarding n 4 
The letter mentioned to have been ſent to 
Mr. Frombach was written in the beginning 
of October, near two months before I firſt 
ſaw him; and I knew nothing more of its 
contents. Mr. Sewall, who is the incum- 
bent at Baltimore, wrote to me by the ſame 

poſt (25th February): this gentleman is one 
ol the miniſtry, and generally ſpeaks in the 
plural number, „We have 
country, where Mr. Frombach can live. 
As he is paſt his labour, he would do well, 
with the conſent of Mr. Pellentz, to retire 
to Conewago. Mr. Aſhton ſays, that he 
cannot, and will not pay gol. for his board.” 
—And in neither el eis letters was there 
the ſmalleſt intimation, that I ſhould be re- 
paid what Ihad expended * Mr. ere 


Behold me now completely cauglit in the 
very toils 1 wiſhed to avoid! To the afto- 
niſhment of the fraternity, Mr. Frombach 
lived with me in the moſt peaceable and 
amicable manner; and, in my humble opi- - 
mon, he is very far from being, as he is re- 
preſented by them, moroſe and unſociable. 
But his mind is ſtrongly tinctured with 


places in the _* 


avarice; and I muſt be ſtupid in the extreme, 


not to ſee through the cunning deſign of en- 
tangling me in a money dealing with him. 
What was io be done? I was by this time 
my E 2 1 
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thoroughly acquainted with Doctor Carroll's 
E contracted plan of conducting the miffion : 
T knew, that ſhortly after I was ſettled in 
Frederic, four German eccleſiaſtics had ar- 
rived in America, two of them belonging to 
the Society, and two Capuchins; and that I 
was only a ſeculiar * prieſt: I perceived that 
all my letters which fell into the hands of 
my rev. friends, were opened.—It was viſi- 
ble that they wanted to get rid of me.—I 
was reſolved, at once, to extricate myſelf as 
as well I could, and to make room for the 
good fathers. Ad 


Poor Frombach who has many excellent 
qualities, made an extraordinary effort, and 
paid me ſomething for his entertainment. I 
Was ſatisfied; for I had no inclination to dif- 
fer with him, and Iwiſhed to defeat, in part, 


There is no one more averſe to the odious diſtinction 
between prieſts and friars than I am. Mr. O'Brien may be 
believed when he makes the ſame declaration for himſelf ; 
bdut he ſhould not ſwear, upon papers a tremendous - oath 
in the lie. The anecdote of the German Capuchin at Phi- 
ladelphia, related in page 12, is a proof that there is ſome 
diſtinction made in America between a Jeſu and a Capu- 
chin. Now I aſk, is it an illogical inference? Ergo a Poke 
. tiori—between a Jeſuit and a ſecular prieſt, But it is not 
my way to tilt at facts with a reed. Liſten to Doctor Car- 
roll himſelf : «„ Whether they be regulars. or ſeculars, who 
come over. hither, is a matter of indifference to me, 
- if their morals are edifying, and their talents ſufficient and 
well improved. But I muſt add, that if. re they 
would be more agreeable.” Ext. let. dated Rock-creek 271th 
Di. 1787. | IQ | 
el. the 


— 


5 __ 
the. mean artifice of the chief manager. But 
in a few days Mr. Frombach required a re- 
ceipt, as if he had amply diſcharged. the 
debt that was due to me. I waved the dif- 
courſe, and next day he became very impor- 
tunate on the ſame ſcore. I knew. he had got 
a letter about this time from Mr. Carroll, 
and ſuſpected that for once he acted in con- 
cert with thoſe he commonly called Nobaams 
Counſellers. My pride took the alarm, and 
I thought in ſuch circumſtances it would be 
the height of folly, to ſign a paper ratifying 
a palpable injuſtice. againſt myſelf. I drew 
up an account from memory, againſt my 
boarder, not a ſingle article of which could 
have been with effect, or hath been at all, 
controverted. The balance in my favour is 
61. 148. 9d. and I am ſure, in ſtrictneſs of 
juſtice, it is twice that ſum. To the account 
I ſubjoined ſome ſevere, reflections againſt 
my old friend, for which Ido not ſtand ac» 
quitted with myſelf to this moment. 1 


Upon my arrival in Baltimore to take 
ſhipping, I wrote to Doctor Carroll, then ab- 
ſent from town. I incloſed a copy of the 

13 nt to him. A few days brought me an 
anſwer of which the following is a part: 1 

am ſorry, though not ſurpriſed, - that you 
had cauſe of diſſatisfaction with Mr. From- 

bach. You know that Iapprehended it, and 

| prepared 


. | 

—— ſuch an event. His unhap- 
y.-temper, and I fear, an attachment to 
|, money, without one reaſonable view of en- 
Joying or employing it, always have, and 
- always will make him an impracticable man. 


Aue manner, in which you condemn the 
| E harſhneſs of your expreſſions, in your note 


to him, leaves me no room for cenſure, if _ 


had the inclination.” But not a word im- 
| Porting an intention of paying me. | 


Carroll returned to town Ws 10 em- 
barked, and it was then that a tranſaction hap- 
pened vchich is falſely, and like the reſt, very 

maliciouſly ſtated in Mr. O'Brien's Athy 

letter. Dr. Carroll, one evening, told dimers { 
an air of raillery, that my * rture was 
| a noiſe in the town, — that the 
3 . attributed: it to ſome unkindneſs on 


| that ſort had eſcaped me, T begged of him, 
in order to ſatisfy himſelf, to inquire of the 


F gentlemen in the town with whom I had any 


aintance. I mentioned their names, and 


i: | with great truth and earneſtneſs aſſured him 


that I knew nothing of the matter, and _ 
I ſhould look upon it as the moſt unto 

circumſtance of my life, if directly or . 
rectly I occaſioned ſuch a tumult as he jo- 


coſely deſcribed. e ad bid me 


. nr — td 
wy The 


\ Conſcious that no intiimation of 


* 


with me to 
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The next day I was accoſted in the ſtreets 
by Mr. Ryan, a merchant, to whom I never 

ſpoke before but once, and that in Doctor 
Carroll's company. He told me he was 
deputed by the principal Catholic inhabi- 
tants of Baltimore, to make me very advan- 
tageous offers, provided I would conſent to 
remain in America. I thanked him, and 
ſuid that I was determined not to ſpeak on 
ſuch a ſubject, but in the prefence of Doctor 
Carroll; that the Doctor was then at home, 
and if the gentleman could ſpare time to go 

6 bis houſe, Iſhould tell him my ſen- 

timents on the ſubject of his embaſſy. When 
we arrived at the Doctor's, in his preſence, I 


told Mr. Ryan that I was perfectly ſenſible” | 


of the honor he and his friends intended 
me; but as my coming into the country was 
a free act of my own choite, I ho 
would leave me at liberty to decline their 
kind and generous _=_ ſals. I had nothing 
to do with the unpleaſant altercation which 
paſſed between Mr. Ryan and the Doctor, 
except to expreſs, in general terms, my re- 
ſpe& to my ſuperior, and my acknowledg- 
ments for all paſt kindneſſes. Mr. Mac- 
Grath, who keeps an academy in the town, 
and I, at Mr. Ryan's requeſt, ſat with the 
latter about half an hour a few evenings 
afterwards. He renewed his ſolicitations, 
and declaimed violently againſt the preſent 


1- 
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adminiſtration of the Jeſuits. So far as my- 
EF ſelf was concerned, I anſwered him as be- 
fore; and no expreſſion, tending to crimi- 
nate or depreciate the Jeſuits, dropt from 
my lips. I never had any further commu- 


E nication with Mr. Ryan. 


But I have not yet got ont of America. 
Without endangering a commotion, I was 
determined to let Doctor Carroll know, that 
I faw through his deceitful policy. I read 
Paſchal's * Seventh Letter, written more than 
a century ago, to the Jeſuits; and however 
extraordinary the advice it conveys, it is 
always prudent to guard againſt danger: It 

was for that reaſon, that I entruſted a civil 


Cl letter, which I wrote to Doctor Carroll, 


conſiſting chiefly of the quotations from his 
own letters already inſerted, to a gentle- 
man who promiſed not to deliver it, until 
he was certain IT had failed down the Cheſa- 
peak. This myſterious letter was directed 
= under cover to Mr. Walſh, and left open 
for his inſpection. Mr. Walſh is a mer- 
chant of Baltimore, a gentleman of amiable 


is manners, remarkable for his diſcretion, and 


Doctor Carroll's moſt intimate acquaintance. 


* Lam preparing a tranſlation of this and the fifteenth 
kene the preſsz and if the ſpecimen be liked, I ſhall 
publiſh the whole work. 


My 


(419), 


[My reaſon for ſubmitting the letter to his 
inſpection was expreſſed in the note which | 
covered it: I was juſtifiable in concluding, 
that as Doctor Carroll had done me one 
injuſtice in Mr. Frombach's affair, he might 
probably do me another, by miſrepreſenting 
the tranſaction, ſhould it ever come to light. 
The event has proved that my fuſpicion 
was well founded; for Mr. Carroll is the 
author of Mr. O'Brien's forgery. I begged 
of Mr. Walſh to make himſelf maſter of the 
lubject, by reading it as it was ſtated in the 
letter, which he was to ſeal and deliver to 
the Doctor. I concluded by obſerving, that 
if I were ſeditioufly inclined, I ſhould have 
ſent my letter to Doctor Carroll, not through 
his (Mr. Walſh' o hands, {out through Mr. 
Ryanrr's. 577 . | 
79 Dee ee frond of my offonting ; 
* Hath ry extent - no more.” | 
SHARKS. 


Wulle I was rallied by my much efteem- 
ed acquaintance upon the Quixotifm, as they 
called it, of my American expedition; and . 
became the occaſional ſubjeEt of contumeli- 
ous and rancorons converſation among peo- 
ple who feed upon ſcandal, I never wif. * 
red an injurious reflection againſt the Je- 
uits in America. I neyer ſaid that they 


drove me from the vintage, while they flept 
in the vineyard. And how have I been re- 


quited by them? Jeſuits, or rather 2 


mADIQOVEd D© II 40 


642) 

themſelves to appear in open day—ſkulked 
about among thoſe who know me. With 
ſobbing accents and dawncaſt looks, they 
aſk, Where is Mr. Smyth? At his brother's. 
Why, what is the matter? Some letters late- 
ly received from North America. A ſhake 
of the head, or a ſhrug of the ſhoulders, did 
the reſt. With ſome they affected this myſ- 
terious air, while the letter was ſhown to 
others. In this letter I am called an un- 
grateful, unworthy, and lying prigft. 1 am 
repreſented as a mean, malicious and ignorant 
wretch. And this very unhandſome letter, 
crowded with the moſt opprobrious expreſ- 
ions, concludes in theſe words: * The en- 
cloſed letter I hope you will keep ſecret, 
except the paſſage which relates to that 
firebrand, which, thank God, we have got 
clear off.“ So that it is not in one letter, 
but probably in many, that I am thus tra- 
.duced, reviled and calumniated. And yet 
I have been adviſed to fit down peaceably 
under this load of infamous ſlander. | 


The generous. and candid public will, 
therefore, I humbly hope, bear with this 
_ neceſſary intruſion; and further - pardon me 
for inſerting the following teftimony of my 
conduct, which may help to confound the ca- 
lumnious tongue of that worſt of enemies— 

a falſe friend. N 


N * * 
| * 
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1 


: Omnibus has viguris, ſalutem in Domino. 


H iſce teſtatum facio, Revd. Dominum Pa- 
tritium Smyth, Preſbyterum, ſex circiter men- 
ſibus, intra juriſdictionis mee fines, pro anima- 


rum ſalute laboraviſſe, multumgue a fidelibus, 


inter quos verſabalur, commendalum eſſe, tum 
Propier docendi et prædicandi ſedulitatem ; tum 
propter ardentem zelum eos congquirendi ei ſacra- 
mentis juvandi, gui diu, ob magnum diſtantiam, 
et ſacerdotum defectum, illis caruerant. | 


Dabam in Marilandia, die Ja, 
| Aprilts, Ann. 1788. 


JOANNES CARROLL, Sup. Eecl. in 


Fæderatæ Americe Provincits. 


Lg 


Loco . Sigilli. 


The only article of accuſation * which 1 


left unnoticed, relates to my preventing Iriſh 


eccleſiaſtics to go to North America.——I 


impoliteneſs and meanneſs, and niggardlineſs, of which, 
let ſlanderers ſay what they will, I am not conſcious to my- 
ſelf of having been guilty. Neither my education, nor 


my neceſſities, nor my diſpoſition, ever e me to ſuch 


ſhameful extremes. 
ed to deſcend to it! 
F 2 ſhould 


hat a field for retaliation, if I deign- 


. 


9 


Y 
I am not obliged to ſpeak to the pitiful reproaches of 
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EF ſhould be ſtrangely inconſiſtent with my 


oon principles and feelings, if I were guilty 


of ſuch infernal malice.” I not only can 
deny this imputation, but call living wit- 
neſſes to aſſert the contrary. And were it 
not for private confidence, I could turn the 
tables againſt Doctor Carroll, if after what 

I ſaid it were at all neceflary ; and adduce 
the teſtimony of a reſpectable pariſh prieft 
here, who applied ſome time ago to him 
for | encouragement or e to go thither, 
and was virtually repulſed. I appeal tothe. 
clergyman belonging to Adam and Eve, who, 
a few days after I landed in Dublin, told 
me he intended to emigrate. J appeal to a 
letter which I wrote about the beginning of 
laſt month to a clergyman in Drogheda.— 
This laſt gentleman dates his letter the 
22d day of September; and his brother 
O'Brien dates his ſcurrilous letter to Mr. 
M.ͤulcaile the 12th day of July. Without in- 
dulging a diſpoſition already, perhaps, too 
ſuſpicious, I put down the Drogheda friar's 
letter, as a ſnare to catch the unwary; for he 
tells me, among other filly things, that he 
can keep a ſecret. There is a very vulgar 
ſaying—and though I had not then the 
ſmalleſt ſuſpicion of his fincerity, I did not 
tru/t him with a ſecret. I have but one ſet 
of principles, and inſtead of hindering him 
to go, I concluded my anfwer—expr 


a 
regret, that while Ireland abounds with 
27 Prieſts, 


| "2" TY * 2 
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Prieſts, there ſhould be Jeſs than thirty Ca- 
tholic clergymen in the Thirteen United 
States, ſo very extenſive in themſelves, and 
peopled, in a great meaſure, by Iriſhmen, 2 
Wpat my opinion might be, if a ſecular᷑r 
Prieſt had applied to me, and indeed there 
did not, I am not obliged to ſay. Probablx 
I ſhould encourage him with certain reſtrie- 
tions: Knowing what I knew, it would be 
uncandid, not to put him on his guard. Mr. 
O'Brien of Adam and Exe will do me the juſ- 
tice to acknowledge, that I hinted ſomething 
of the kind to him, while I urged him, witng 
eat earneſtneſs, to go to the relief of a 
jo neglected diſtrict. . 9 


, * 
4 
of 


Laying aſide the diſguſting perſonalities, 
which in ſpite of me, have appeared in the 
cloſe of theſe ſheets, thoſe whom it may con- 
cern, will look into the facts I aſſert. When 
my name ſhall be no more, millions, I truſt, * 
will be benefitted by the inveſtigation to 
which I provoke the heads of our religion. 
Let the Jeſuits be left, if nothing elſe will 
do, cowering over the property, that was 
primiraly intended to ſupport Catholic miſ- 
ſionaries in North America. But let the peo- 7 
ple be attended. No man can ſtarve in the 
Confederated States; and food and raiment 
is all that a good Prieſt requires. Avarice is 
the proverbial reproach of the clergy; and 
——But whither am I ſtraying? From the 
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- firſt to the laſt I have ſtudiouſly avoided to 
obtrude my own ſentiments on the public. I 
have advanced facts, and on the truth of 
them I reſt all my credit. If, in reply, vile 
fabterfuges be reſorted to, Doctor Carroll or 
his abettors fhall find, that J am in poſſeſſi- 
on of ſuch authentic records, as ſhall fhame 
the moſt impudent liar into ſilence. Anony- 

mous writings can have no weight in this 
duſineſs; I ſhall, therefore, be at liberty to 

them by unnoticed. The enemy I have 
encountered, is armed, like the fretful por. 
cupine, at all points; but no offenſive * ar- 
mour can withſtand the irreſiſtible force of 

MWovember 12, 1788. 


Let my Good friends in Fiſhamble- treet correlt the 
blunder. ö | , , 
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LET it not be ſaid, chat I violated k 
promiſe in giving this {ſketch to the Pub A 
When, at my requeſt, I had obtained copies 7 
of the two letters, which were written to 9 
jure me, n were made, ſolemn ad. 


vice given, and perſuaſion and intreaties emj- 


ployed to induce me to deſiſt, by very teF 
Gable gentlemen, to whom I am much ob- 
5 ed, as their intentions were certainly} ure 
411 difintereſted. © No man is fond © be- 4 
coming ridiculous ; and yet I ſtand alone on # 
the preſent occaſion. But I neither gave a 
verbal, nor a written 3 ſilently to r 


mit to this torrent of ſcandal and abuſe. 


the contrary, both by words and by daes 3 


I aſcertained my right of (contradidting, in 


any manner I choſe, what was falſely afſert- 


ed, and of ſtating in a true light, what was 
miſtated by Doctor Carroll, and his very 
goed Friend, Mr. O'Brien. | "2 


4. why are ſuch ſcandals brought before 
the pe Could no other effettual means 
iſed to remedy the evils complained 3 

of ?—To thoſe who are acquainted with the 
- intrigues and reſources of intereſted men, it 
will appear evident, that no obſcure indivi- 


dual, acting even in concert with a few pri- 


vate gentlemen, could poſſibly counterba. 
lance, much leſs weigh down, a great and 


0 4 
well compacted body. 
all the Jeſuits, few a: 
America? all the Squir 
ties of Maryland? al 
their partiſans in Euro) 
monies which they wo! 
to procure, muſt nece 
could ſcarcely be fupp« 
authority. By appeal 
an end to all underhan 
confident, I ſhall fine 
man, who reſpects tru 


glon. 


N 
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ody. Who am] to oppoſe 
W as they are, in North 
Squires in the lower coun- 
? all the Ex-jeſuits and 
Europe? The private teſti- 
y would have the addreſs 
neceſſarily overturn what 
ſupported but by my ſingle 
pealing to the public, I put 
>rhand dealing; and, I am 
| find an abettor in every 
ts truth, or venerates reli- 
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